The contextual nature of decision making near the end of life: hospice patients' perspectives.
Mr. C. was diagnosed with lung cancer seven months ago. The cancer then spread to his brain. He was fully aware that the physicians were treating his symptoms, not the disease, however, discussions regarding the goals of treatment did not occur. He continued the treatment regimen of chemotherapy and radiation therapy. While at home one evening, he fell and fractured his femur. His mobility and independence were at once greatly compromised. While recovering in the hospital, he made the decision to opt out of curative treatment. He stated, "I want to go home, play with my cat, smoke cigarettes, and be with my friends when they can visit." What are the processes by which adults with life-threatening conditions make decisions about their care? What is the context of these decisions? The purpose of this study was to describe the process of decision making for adults with a terminal illness.